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The current world situation is a manifestation of our dysfunctional relationship with nature, and elephants in particular. We have been warned that
depleation of wildlife habitats paved the way for the emergence of viruses like HIV, Ebola, Sars and Corona viruses... Now, we all have to face the
consequences. We can synergise efforts and fight climate change by effectively protecting and restoring forest elephant populations and their
habitats.
Elefanten in Not joined the Hati Bondhu- Fraternity in Assam to help mitigating human-elephant-conflict by widely ranging plantations that serve as
fodder fields for hungry elephants. The conflict is reduced to zero in those areas.
We are grateful to our donors who believe in our work and the work by our Indian collegues. This report is for your creative mind. Thank you.
B e
Prasidentin ELEFANTEN IN NOT
INT. BOTSCHAFTERIN ELEFANTEN IN GEFANGENSCHAFT, FIAPO, INDIEN
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,»A good and unforgettable part of the trip to India
in the winter of 2019/20 was the International
Science Film Festival(IFFSI) in Calcutta, the most
extraordinary and committed film festival that |
was personally able to attend with my film Where
the Elephant Sleeps (WTES) and a Masterclass to
adress urgent elephant and environmental matters.

| was entrusted with the honour of writing and
holding the opening speech on behalf of Hon ble
Minister Mr. Prakash Javadekar, Environment,
Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC) at the
invitation of the festival.”

Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky
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After the inaugural speech at the
festival
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Masterclass on Environmental Filmmaking
by Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky
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Das Jahr 2020 beginnt mit dem Ende der vorerst letzten Indienreise.

Nachdem sich das Forest Department in Jaipur am 22. Januar nach mehrfachem Ermahnen, auch durch das
MoEF&CC, vollkommen verantwortungslos aus der Affare gezogen hat und den zugesagten Foot Treatment —
Vertrag mit Elefanten in Not fir tiber 100 Elefanten im Elefantendorf Hathigaon hat auffliegen lassen (genau
nachzulesen in Reisebericht Indien 2019/20), haben wir die beiden deutschen Fusspfleger/Biologen zur
Recherche der Elefanten angesetzt, die noch nach Amber Fort hochlaufen miissen. Wir haben dabei
festgestellt, dass neun der zehn mit Tuberkulose bestatigten Elefanten nach wie vor (seit 2016) auf Amber
Fort hochlaufen muiissen, obwohl sie kaum laufen konnen, mit Touristen auf dem Riicken!

Elephant riding number 64 giving rides to tourists at Amber
Fort and being infected with tuberculosis.




Almost all Jaipur elephants have foot
problems like this abscess on the left
front foot, also cracked toe nail on the
right.

Here are the numbers of the elephants
with tuberculosis tested positive!
55, 64, 65, 71, 73, 76, 99, 110, 113

The only number missing is 133.
55 and 73 were spitting mucus.

Number 9, Chanchal, very critical foot,
needs immediate medical treatment
Number 14, Bobby, stark deformiertes
rechtes Hinterbein, das sie hinterher
schleift (next following picture).
Number 115, Pink, auf einem Auge blind
Number 65, Anar, th-elephant, mit
,verheilten” Vorderflissen und
deformierten Hinterfliissen



Heart breaking

Elephant Bobby, riding number 14, cannot lift her right hind leg and yet, she has to carry
tourists on her back. She is pulling her foot on the ground. This sound | will never forget.



The outbreak of the sars-

cov-19 pandemic put a
STOP on the tourism
industry in general, and
on elephant joy rides to
Amber Fort in particular
up today (July 2021)
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Elefanten in Not donated 15

torches to this organisation
Tusker Task Force to be
handed out to villagers when
they walk at night to protect

their fields. This way they are
much safer.

The torches are handed out
together with a_leasing
certificate and behavioural
recommendations to

villagers when facing
confrontations with wild

elephants at night hours.
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—— | together with Dr. Shantanu
o ‘ / Kalambi could provide helpful film
! footage for the publication of this
\ film by MONGABAY
E Y courtesy Brigitte U Kornetzky/

< Dr. Shantanu Kalambi

https://youtu.be/_tgQpxkkfyl

MANY PRIVATELY MANAGED
CAPTIVE ELEPHANTS HAVE
v BN O 1TARVING
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As captive elephants starve, lockdown
brings problematic practice to the fore

https://youtu.be/ tgQpxkkfyl
video footage from films

by courtesy Brigitte U Kornetzky
(to Mongabay)
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STOP THE MOB. A few thousands of young people in Assam, WB and other states in India have nothing better to do than
chase and agitate elephant herds in tea gardens as a daily sport. They need their kick of adrenaline in early morning hours
throwing rocks at them when then the angry and provoked elephants turning towards them and charge. Plastic trumpets
blast shrill supporting sounds through the otherwise peaceful gardens with otherwise peaceful elephants as if both were in a
football stadium. People with behavioural damage cause behavioural damage to elephants and to the future generations of
both when it comes to human-elephant confrontations. The problem is easy to tackle: People, stop behaving so cruel
throwing rocks and other ballistic objects like burning speers.




https://www.etvbharat.com/assamese/assam/videos/state/swiss-lady-in-assam-to-aware-and-

reduce-man-elephant-conflict/assam20191130143325143
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To decrease man-elephant conflict, people have to be educated: Foreign
elephant expert

https://youtu.be/biotNgMEpn§

https://www.pratidintime.com/peop

le-have-to-be-educated-foreign-

expert-on-man-elephant-conflict/
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Brigitte U Kornetzky
Researching and shooting in
human-elephant conflicted
areas in Assam with
numerous interviews to
follow.
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Everything here is a big topic
1. Need for framing special rule and guidelines for
management & care of captive elephants in Kerala and

Rajasthan
2. Need for improving training facility for mahouts &

elephants

3. Need for improving working condition of mahouts &
elephants

4. Need for better vet care for captive elephants

5. Need for enforcing legal provisions particularly for
ownership and prevention of cruelty



The biggest clash actually | personally provoked and experienced was the Foot Treatment on behalf of my organisation
for 103 elephants in Jaipur with garanteed permission from the Forest Department in Jaipur.... Had to write to the
Ministry of Environment&Forest & CC twice or three times to receive the final message from the FD in Jaipur and that
was that they will not conduct the treatment neither the Elephant Congrees we were planning after the treatment with
some high ranking elephant scientists in India. (Surendra Varma, Raman Sukumar, Suparna Ganguly etc)

° 103 elephants in Hathigaon should have footcare by my organisation Elefanten in Not.

It turned out that the Forest Department is collaborating with the elephant owners to an extend that we can say the

Elephant owners dominate the FD.
&MTSW%

m
4

- protect wildiife owi
lta‘.

° Electrocution : Chhattisgarh has been turned into a deadly electrical trap for the elephants as once again an elephant
was electrocuted to death by coming in contact of a sagging 11 kilovolt power line.

Two elephants recently electrocuted by sagging power lines in Assam, and a number of 113 elephants have died of
electrocution in Assam in the past 11 years, ten per year average, as villagers in many districts are putting up electric
fences to protect their crops and homes from the wandering pachyderms.

The case of Saumya (haka patha, that means they have eaten a dynamite stuffed pineapple) shocked the world, and
made us to release a WHITE PAPER to the Project Elephant (under MoEF&CC) regarding criminal cases like this.

Now, we have the situation that no one knows exactly about the conditions of the elephants in Jaipur.
13 elephants have been shifted to Gujarat, to Jamnagar, to an influential businessman sometime in August.

Tuberculosis versus covid
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«The current world situation is a manifestation of our dysfunctional relationship
with nature, and with elephants in particular. We have been warned that depletion
of wildlife habitats paved the way for the emergence of viruses like HIV, Ebola, SARS
and coronaviruses. Yet, we want to destroy irreplaceable primary forests in Dehing
Patkai and Dibang Valley! Deforestation will increase the emission of global warming
gases and worsen the climate crisis. Giving precedence to coal over natural forests is
regressive, with progressive nations scheduling an end to coal mining. ,This is a
depressing reflection of the lack of foresight and leadership in India, especially when
humanity is threatened by an unprecedented health and climate crisis," said Rituraj
Phukan, Secretary-General, Green Guard Nature Organization. | can only agree...»

Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky in conversation with Sabyesachi Barthi, CMS Vatavaran FF.
A public online interview about the filmmaker and conservationist.



TIGERLAND INDIA FILM FESTIVAL

in Bophal, Madhya Pradesh, goes online

From home, | am submitting my article
, Elephants on the Edge” to the festival magazine.




'ONTHE EDGE '

+BRIGITTE UTTAR
KORNETZKY

E mvironmennally, we are facing dark umes. We
have used up precous namral resources by buming
down the Amazon, conmbuted to nising sea levels and
warming up the ocaans. Everyday, we are unthinkingly
and callously pollunng air, warer and hind that Mother
Namre has provided for us.

And, we i our arrogance actually believe that we
own all Narure’s bounty and abundance forever ! The
avalabiity of these msources has woday shrunk © 2
fnghtening extent, and when shontly clean water, ar
and wilderness spaces are not available anymore, then
our own destruction is very close.

Anger, frustranon and inability to copein a changed
environment will kad humans o extreme vioknce as
nature is being rretnevably destroyed and numerous

SPCCICS are going €X ICL, €VEN as 1 Wnic this.___It 1s
going exunct, n as | e th It
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dark umes for all animals, but for onc of the world’s
most xonic keystone speckes — the elephants — 1 1s
possibly the very worst and tragic umes.

As they edge wwards annhidanon, animals hke
clephants, which have compkx cognawe abilmies,
should be ennted 1o basik kgal nghts, to protea them
from Man.

As slavery permitied legally 1o abuse and misuse
2 human being, so obsolete and archax hws enshired
decades and even cenmurics agao, 5 permitting nature’s
most intdligent crearion — the dephants - 1o be
consxdered as objects and therefore propeny with no
nghts The time has come to declare ckphants as non-
human persons in thar own nght

Just being a legal entity acknowledged wah
personhood will prevent the wodd'’s most precious
and understanding mammal from being misused,
abused, afficked, captured, and viohied in all respects
including raking away ther lands and comdors for
ther very survival.

Their Iving space is drastically shonking due
to overpopularion and development, uncontrolled
saatdements of humans, degradanon of the forest,
comdor losses and slicing their habitars with roads,
raihways, walls and imiganon canak.

For me, it 1s always a sacred act 1o enter a forest.

TIGERLAND

Shrubs bushes, trees, grass, with all the fauna and

flora around chalknge and refresh my senses m
different ways There 1s no dock thar dictates ume,
for nature is nme itsclf, and every moment is fraught
with the unexpected, whether we witness 1 or not. To
ok into animals® eyes, 1o listen 1o acnal spanal and
discreet sounds of animal and plants communicanng
m a ungle, forest or in 2 widemess space changes
human perceptions and mindsets forever. One leams
1o respect the wild within the framework of s own
rules of existence

It 'eaches Man the humilaty 1o respect and preserve
Nature and not 1o Rule or Destroy it mindkssly.

When I look into a captive elephant’s” eyes 1 feel
the depth of the forest sinking under my feet, and 1
am deeply saddened about the loss this animal had w©
endure to become a capuve.

A nger in a cage that used 10 roam 40 sqgkm can
never be complete in the biggest cage thar Man can
provide ! The dignity he had in the wild is lost forever!
What have we done ? We have subjected a beaunful
wild animal 1o pain and tortur, stokn its dignay by

pushing them into submission, and displayed a power

TIGERLAND

over them which we could never have had, f they
were free ! Because we can never, ever, compete with
the namral power of a wild clephant or tger — so we
have emasculated them 10 become enrertanment for
us!

And now we are mking their space away by
populatng the forest areas. Elephants and humans,
tigers, leopards and rhinos live in uneasy proximity,
competing for the same landscape, as anes and
townshps expand, ralways and roads cut across
wilderness, and forests shrnk and fragment. People
graze ther bvestock in forests, and the culuvanon
of monocukures bke tea phntations, cucalpthus
and timber have furthermore degraded the foresis
Electrocuted clephants are on the list as well. Around
450000 families in north<astern India annually
culuvae 10000 sq km of foresdand with a wotal area
affecied by jhumming amounting to approximarcly
44000 sqkm, according w© a smdy on clephant
comdors.

In 2017, the Wildlife Trust of Inda (WTI
identified 101 vaable cormdors from among 166, where

safe passage could be ensured. However, the comdors

47
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are under tremendous pressuse. Many of the corndors
are just one klometre or kss in width, and they are
not safe from encroachments cither. Almost all the
comdors show the same conditions duc 1o habitat
expansion, noisc and CO-2 pollution affecting wildlife
crossing. This must be addressed before its wo late.
Elkphants should not be made 1o sty in those
cormdors but be able 1o move genty and undisturbed
from one habitat 1 the other, the habitar that we have

divided into picces.
Whie shooting for the new film on Human
Eephant Conflict- H HEephant Coexistance, 2

foend in Assam showed me the breeding ground of
ckphants lodked out of therr migrational route.

The barbed-wired boundary of the Numaligarh
Refinery Limited (NRL) in Assam blocks ther
movement.

Who allowed such illegal and criminal activity of
an ol company?

“‘h. d() | W—— | ‘Ilﬂ- 3 not H ‘I
drastic speed limits of trains passing through eleph
comidors nationwide when recently seven elephants
were kilked by such raids in one shot and on monthly
basis average two ckphants are knodked down by
overspeeding trains?

One ckphant survived the collision with a fourty
w fifty km/hour speeding train and then wo days
hiter succumbed to #s inner injunies. Why?

Why were three captive ckphants forcefully
kidnapped from a rchablition centre tha they

calked their home and paradise since three and a half
peaceful years®

Why is almost one aptive ckphant dying in the
South of India per week, kept in institutions or by
privaic owners?

Although the Government of India has issued
standand welfare ssues on the upkeep of capuve
clephants, the conditions of facilines are misemble
and lack bask understanding of the animak neads,
leading them 1o suffer their lives in sohtion and stress.

Why are clephants ripped off their famibies and
tortured in the name of tounsm, entermainment,
religion ?

Why have so many wild dephants been found with
plastic in their gut and dung, antracted by houschold
vegetable waste that comes with other houschold
plastic?

Why do we litter our industrial waste and personal
gartbage everywhere we go ?

Have we a functional educational system?

Why do ckphants have 1 endure such disgraceful
procedures by us, humans® With no nights of defence?

The Iistof violations to our Phnet Earth isendless!

I am appealing to the last humans, to change this
misery and injustice to our planct and &ts creations,
before itis two late.

Brgitte is @ Swisi filmmaker. She bas been working for
ekphants and making filnes on this gentle giant for last severd
yers She bas penned this artick en peca reguest of TIFF.

protect witldlife
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Here is the direct link to the interview on American Gumption from ‘L !

today afternoon. »

You may jump right in at 17:33 timecode or watch from the I W |
beginning with Steve Weber giving the introduction on the show.

Thank you, dear soul Steve so much for this great opportunity to

speak on elephants and related issues in India.
https://fb.watch/24_1qcDLfY/

American
GUMPTION®
M Show

orming

-
- A

Steve Weber Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky
e

P 22:54/1:05:51

American Gumption war live.
Gesternum 15:59 - @

Guest: Brigitte Kornetzky, Swiss Ambassador for Captive
Elephants, Fiapo, India. Brigitte is a conservationist through film
with endless dreams, she's a film director and wildlife activist.
We will discuss her efforts to save and free captive elephants.

Host Steve Weber interviews guests, shares stories of Gumption
and uses the life lessons from the movie Forrest Gump to create
connectedness and love. All guests are 'ordinary individuals
living extraordinary lives".



Facebook: https://fb.watch/24 1qcDLfY/ American 8%
GUMPTION®

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3syCM8fDdY [ZILErEir

®0
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https://fb.watch/24_1qcDLfY/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3syCM8fDdY

Welcome to the 38th volume of “FIAPO Commentary”
Delivering the latest animal rights news and stories to your inbox.
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May 27th is etched indelibly in my mind. A day when a gentle,
pregnant elephant and her unborn calf were killed in Kerala in
the cruelest manner possible. The news of her death created
quite a stir, not only amongst the animal rights organisations
but also in the media, amongst celebrities and industrialists
alike. And rightly so as she brought to light an ignored reality-
in the life of animals- that of human-animal conflict.

Somehow, however, the poster child of the #JusticeForSaumya
movement has been forgotten. In the days since her death,
more than 30 elephants have died.

Nine prominent Animal Rights organisations led by FIAPO have
therefore taken upon themselves to hold the Government
accountable, asking them to act on their commitment to
protecting elephants both in captivity and in their habitat and
corridors. Our findings and recommendations are publically
available in this detailed White Paper calling for the immediate
review of laws about Captive Elephants.

The White Paper is available on request to
brigitte@kornetzky.ch



http://r1211099.fiapo.org/c/l?u=A8ADC13&e=109C3CF&c=127ADB&t=0&l=42BC21FE&email=7VA6862rX4KWA%2BBB%2B87PAmeP9O008t0h&seq=1
http://r1211099.fiapo.org/c/l?u=A8ADC13&e=109C3CF&c=127ADB&t=0&l=42BC21FE&email=7VA6862rX4KWA%2BBB%2B87PAmeP9O008t0h&seq=1

Pregnant Elephant SAUMYA Ate Pineapple Stuffed With Crackers In Kerala.
She Died Standing In River

The elephant eventually walked up to the Velliyar River and stood there. Photos showed the elephant standing
in the river with her mouth and trunk in water, perhaps for some relief from the unbearable pain. The forest
officer said she must have done this to avoid flies and other insects on her injuries.

Image posted on Facebook by mohan_krishnan.1426

An elephant that was pregnant died in
Kerala, standing in water, last
Wednesday, after she ate a pineapple
filled with firecrackers, allegedly left
by some locals. The fruit exploded in
her mouth, leading to the inevitable
tragedy.

The incident came to light after a
forest officer narrated the details of
the horrific death on social media.
The wild elephant had left the forests
of Silent Valley in Palakkad district,
meandering into a nearby village in
search of food. According to forest
officials, the elephant is suspected to
have eaten a pineapple.

Pineapples with country-made
crackers are usually used by locals to
protect their fields against wild boars.
She died at 4 pm on May 27, 2020




In India, wild animals have been accorded protection in the constitution and the eyes of the law by the Wildlife Protection Act
of 1972. When the government fails to act on the very laws and regulations meant to guide it, people have an understanding
that this is a clean chit from the government to take matters into their own hands as is clear in the recent cases of elephant
and other animal deaths and cases involving explosives.
The animal rights fraternity with FIAPO at the forefront have asked the Government for changes long-overdue- -
S,
(i) To recommend independent investigation in the recent deaths of wild Elephants in Kerala and Chhattisgarh; m
1 4
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(iii) Direct state government to facilitate humane surrender and rehabilitation of elephants that require immediate care by
allowing for fair and impartial inspections.

(ii) Cease issuance of new Ownership Certificates for Elephant to private owners;

(iv) Create further and animal-centric policies to mitigate human-animal conflict.

The submission has been endorsed by PFA Goa, Let It Live- Tree Foundation, Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre,
PETAIndia, HIS-India, Kodaikanal Society for Protection and Care for Animals, World Animal Protection, Elephants in Need-
NGO, Elefanten in Not.

The plight of elephants is not new, unfortunately, but Saumya brought it to light. While we are deeply saddened by what
happened to her because it set us back in time, her death makes the action even more relevant.

The animals cannot wait. It is not all right for humans to continue invading their homes and then protect the same lands that
were once theirs by killing the previous inhabitants. If we do not act now, we have failed our laws, our people and our
animals.
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1. Ridiculous, and misconcepted. Why shall tourist rides to Amer
Fort (or in rounds in Hathigaon) provide exercise for elephants only?
Mahouts will be happy to take them for long walks to provide proper
exercise without tourists sitting on top (early morning and evening
hours, not daytimes)!

2. Ridiculous, stomach problems? With ONE MEAL per day for a
captive elephant??? OMG. Does this need furthermore
explanations? This should be included in criminal acts against
wildlife and prosecuted! Schedule 1 elephants are being ignored by
the authorities to starve and die.

3. Ballu Khan, wrong! 3-4 elephants die within 6-8 months, and not
1 elephant in 3-4 years!

4. Wrong, Wildlife/Captive elephants used to earn livelihood for their
false "owners" (It's absurd to "own" a wild animal for the purpose of
earning the livelihood for the family of the false "owner", and then,
not even be able to feed the animal/elephant properly. Ownership
certificates should be withdrawn by the Forest Department
immediately, if "owners" cannot feed their elephants properly)
and/or mandatorily made out by law.

5. Covid is NOT responsible for this misery!

6 and above all: Wildlife has NO BUSINESS to be in hands of
humans when they are not capable of providing proper care in the
meaning of what these animals are used to find in the wild!

NEWINDIANEXPRESS.COM

Lockdown woes: Four elephants in Jaipur's famed Hathi
Gaon die in six months

LOCKDOWN WOES: Four elephants in
Jaipur's famed Hathigaon die in six months

https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/sep/05/lockdow
n-woes-four-elephants-in-jaipurs-famed-hathi-gaon-die-in-six-
months-
2192977.html?fbclid=lIwAR1QcLBRcQDqLCE6vcOgLnuyiAd2D0ZPd9
dsNdhKM7VAdBIJ-yZxEbFjPIU

| was attacked numerous times for this aricle by so called animal lovers on facebook.



TL.ockdown takes

gaon’ in Jaipur on Friday.
Nirmal Tiwari

Jaipur. Female ele-
rhant nmno 99 died late
Thursday night in
Hathi Gaon at Amer.
The news of the death
of the elephant egually
hit all the Mahavats in
the area.

There have been no
elephant rides at Aammer
fortduring the past five
months which has
brought the elephant
owners to brink of eco-
nomic collapse. The
news of the death of
each elephant comes as
a bolt to the elephant
owners and their col-
leagues.

This was the fourth
elephant to have died
in the past 5 months.
The said 40 yvear old fe-
male elephant, brought
from Assam 10 vears

life of elephant!

40 years old Elephant ‘Rani’ died on Thursday, cremated at ‘Hati
—PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR

-

ago, wasn't well for the
last 4 days and had giv-
en up food a day ago.

Veterinary doctoxr Dr
Niraj Shukla who con-
ducted the postmortem
of the dead elephant
said that the lack of
movement due to lock-
down had completely
disturbed the digestion
of the elephant. He said
a normal elephant
should walk between
20-40 Kms every day-

Dr Shukla demand-
ed from the govt that
the permission for the
elephant ride should
be given else more el-
ephants will perish in
similar manner. He
suggested that the el-
ephant owners should
take their elephants
for two rounds of the
Amer fort to keep
them fit.

Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky vee
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The lockdown is NOT responsible for the recent death of the four
elephants suffering on micro bacteria-tuberculosis since years.
Responsible ONLY are the "elephant owners" who kept their
elephants apart from any medical support. Animal Welfare Board of
India in a 99 pages strong document had found ALL HATHIGAON
ELEPHANS ARE UNFIT and should not be working at Amer Fort. In
the same document they found ten elephants are tuberculosis
positive and had suggested immediate medical care. Nothing
happened. Now, four years later, in early 2020, Elefanten in Not
under my lead found nine out of these ten tb-infected elephants
giving rides to Amber Fort, with tourists sitting on top. My stomach
turned more than once....

The Supreme Court of India in a special hearing on March 26 | think
it was ordered new investigation and proof again (and again) of the
tb-infected elephants... And then came Covid!

The fact that elephant "owners" are at the economic collapse as
they claim due to lockdown has no business to be discussed here at
all, in fact, we have made proper suggestion to better their lively
hood and stop exploitation of the elephants--, and the fact that this
Nirmal Tiwari suggests elephant rides again despite covid and
tuberculosis is considered simply stupid and unresponsible. No wild
animals have business to be amongst humans, forced to provide the
income for these false "owners". You CANNOT OWN AN ELEPHANT.
You can protect them in the wild where they belong. If | would be
forced to work for humans and fed sugarcane and some gras only,
tied to chains whole day long or carry tourists on my back, | had
committed suicide since a long time. And | had told all my family
members to do the same.

ELEPHANTS, there smartness, will kill them.

R.ILP.

LOCKRUOWI1 LAKECS

life of elephant!

n Protect wildliife g




As Covid-19 drowns temple festival season, Kerala’s elephant owners facing

difficult survival
In Kerala, ownership of domesticated elephants come under two categories: those owned by the devaswoms,
or temple managements and those owned by private individuals. Both the temple managements as well as

private individuals rent out their pachyderms for festivals that range from 5 to 10 days for sums that run into
lakhs.

My Foreword to the book titled
«Tales on Elephants» features

the 80 year old temple

elephant Thechikottukavu
Ramachandran in Thrissur and

his plights during the festival
season. Up to 2012, he already
killed ten people. He's also featured
in my film «Elephant Kitchen».

Spots and Dots on Trunks.

The Elephant World Unspeakable
Forword by Brigitte U Kornetzky
In ,Tales on Elephants”




Huge loss

The feeding of an elephant, said P. Sasikumar, president, Kerala Elephant Owners Federation, would cost its
owners around X3,500 a day.

The menu included rice and flattened rice weighing 5kg each, 2 kg green gram, 25 palm fronds and green
fodder weighing around 400 kg. Some owners also fed the pachyderms plantains, he said. Most of the
revenue from elephants is earned during the five-month-long temple festival season which starts in
December.

It is estimated that an elephant would be paraded at least 75 festival days during the season, thus covering
the investment made on it besides earning a profit for its owner.

This year, the cancellation of social gatherings and temple festivals due to the pandemic outbreak had
resulted in elephant owners suffering huge loss, said G. Krishnaprasad, president of the Elephant Owners
Association.

The State government had earlier earmarked X5 crore for feeding the animals. The elephants would be fed
using the funds released for animal welfare.

Zoos are facing severe hardships in getting food supplies, drinking water and healthcare of captive animals
as these activities do not fall under ‘essential services’ category that of those working in dairies, grocery
stores and medicine stores.




State governments have imposed Section 144 and strict curfew restrictions to control the spread of
coronavirus. The restrictions have also made it difficult for veterinary doctors to commute to the zoos to
check on the health of animals.

“Procuring meat and movement of veterinary doctors are two of the biggest hardships that zoos are facing.
Unless zoo-related activities are notified as essential services, there will be a problem. Many animals need
regular veterinary care. Zoos can manage feed for some herbivores but procurement of meat is an issue,”
said CZA member secretary Dr SP Yadav.

Mysore Zoo, Nandakan Zoological Park, Bhubaneshwar, Vandalur Zoo in Chennai and Sri Venkateswara
Zoological Park and National Zoological Park, Delhi, are some of the biggest zoos in the country.

These zoos house all major fauna such as tigers, lions, leopards, jaguars, elephants, crocodiles and giraffes.
There are 145 recognised zoos in the country with a now-huge-supply problem.

Elephants used in patrol duty in the Corbett National Park in Uttarakhand will no longer be fed sugarcane
bought from local crowded markets in a bid to stop a possible transmission of coronavirus from humans to
elephants and other animals.

We from Elefanten in Not appeal to stop keeping elephants and other animals in captivity.

The lockdown leaves zoo animals hungry, the Jaipur elephants in solitary confinement without proper food
and exercise, and demonstates that if humans are not capable of feeding their captive animals under all
aspects and conditions, those animals should NOT BE KEPT CAPTIVE. CAPTIVITY OF ANIMALS SHOULD BE
PROHIBITED. THEY OUGHT TO BE FREE.
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& ELEPHANT KITCHEN, a film by Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky at the Vatavaran
B REAKI NG N EWS . g%qll online Film Festival on this World Elephant Day. Please watch online for free
NOW
at 4:30 pm MEZ, or 7pm IST

UPDATE 04/09/2020 Tlhar;k you Sabyesachi Barthi for organising this great event for our
elephants.
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- Elephant Kitchen: English | 2018 | 21:20 min
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Where the Elephant Sleeps is live Please watch
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In the time of COVID-19 Pandemic, celebrate #WorldElephantDay 2020, online with
us on 12 August, 2020. Watch free and online some of the most thought-provoking
documentaries on #Elephants by some of the most acclaimed #wildlife and
environmental filmmakers of our tims. The Online Film Festival will start at 12 PM
Wednesday, August 12 and will come to an end on August 13, 12 PM.

Watch at https://www.facebook.com/VatavaranCMS and
https://www.youtube.com/cmsvatavaran

12 PM: Opening Film

Bastion of the Giants: English | 2015 | 01:20:51 by Sumesh Lekhi

2 PM:

Manas- Return of the Giants: English | 2016 | 00:54:38 by Praveen Singh
3: 30 PM:

On the Right Track: English | 2008 | 00:16:38 by Rita Banerji

4 PM:

Elephant - God or Destroyer: English | 2005 | 23min by Krishnendu Bose
4:30 PM:

Where the Elephant Sleeps: Hindi, English, German | 2016 | 99:30 min by Brigitte
Uttar Kornetzky

6 PM:
Heroes of the Wild Frontiers: Elephant 911: English | 2018 | 23:40 min by Krishnendu
Bose

7 PM:
Elephant Kitchen: English | 2018 | 21:20 min by Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky

7: 30 PM:
Elephants and Us_Assam: English | 2018 | 18:51 min by Green Hub Fellow Ankur Das

8 PM:
Days with the Wild Herd: English | 2018 | 06:37 min by Green Hub Fellows

#WorldElephantDay #elephant #elephantlove #wildlife #online #FilmFestival2020
#COVID19 Cms Envis Delhi Centre for Media Studies - CMS Vasanti Rao The Green
Hub Rita Banerji Krishnendu Bose Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky Praveen Singh Akanksha
Sood Singh Sumesh Lekhi Elephant Elephant Freedom Fighters Awesome Elephants!
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To June 15th, 2020
Shri. Noyal Thomas IFS,

Head, Project Elephant,
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change,

Indira Paryavaran Bhavan,
Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi - 110003

Dr. K M Selvan,
Dy. Director, Project Elephant,

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change,

Indira Paryavaran Bhavan,
Jor Bagh Road, New Delhi — 110003

Dear Sir/s,
Subject: Urgent request to Project Elephant (PE)

(i) To recommend independent investigation in the recent deaths and possible
murder of wild Elephants in Kerala and Chhattisgarh;

(ii) Cease issuance of new Ownership Certificates for Elephant to private own-
ers;

(iii) Direct state government to facilitate humane surrender and rehabilitation of
elephants that require immediate care by allowing for fair and impartial in-
spections.

(iv) Create farmer and animal centric policies to mitigate human-animal conflict

We are writing to you collectively as organisations working for the protection, advo-
cacy, and betterment of the rights of all animals. We are committed to a change in our
perception of animals from commodities to sentient beings who are subjects of equal
rights.

This submission is in honour of Saumya, the pregnant 15-year old wild elephant from
Silent Valley National Park that became a victim of cruel practices adopted by humans
to protect their crops and land from wild boars. The national outrage should serve as a
wake-up call to mitigate human-animal conflict and also to protect the rights and well-
being of all elephants. The elephant is a Schedule I animal under the Wildlife

1

3/ 4

TSQO“ |

¢

Protection Act of 1972 (WPA) and is the most protected with severe punishment meted
out to those who hurt them.

After, Saumya, on June 10%, two female elephants (one of whom was full term preg-
nant) have been found dead at Surajpur Forest Division in Chhattisgarh because of
poisoning. Another incident from 11% April 2020 from Kollam District in Kerala has
been confirmed as a murder of a wild elephant by consuming a fruit snare with a hidden
bomb, intentionally kept to illegally hunt a wild Sambar deer. The practice raises con-
cerns about sourcing and use of explosives in the forest,

Elephants are the only wild animals allowed to be owned through an exception in
section 40 of the WPA. This is contrary to both the tenets of the Wildlife Act and
the Constitution of India. It is also contrary to the growing recognition that elephants
are complex sentient beings with a strong sense of themselves as free, wild animals
who belong in the Wild. Indian Courts have recognised that animals also have dignity
and must be treated with equal consideration. It is time a change in the law is notified
to rectify that.

One of our collective core beliefs is that elephants have an inherent intrinsic
value and deserve to be treated with dignity and ought to be “free”. We strongly
affirm that all elephants must be entitled to a range of legal and constitutional rights
namely bodily integrity, autonomy, liberty, and dignity. These core rights will pro-
hibit ownership of elephants as things, prevent their commercial exploitation, tor-
ture, cruel and degrading treatment, and ensure their right to physical and mental
well-being.

We hold that elephant should never be captured from the wild because the very
act of taking them away the wild is unconstitutional. The training that follows to
tame them is a physically and mentally traumatic for them. This violates the protec-
tion accorded to them under the WPA.

Additionally, the COVID-19 situation has put extra strain on the elephants as their
health and safety are under threat. Private owners are unable to care for the animals.
We believe that the owner must provide unconditional care and upkeep and if unable
to, they must surrender the animal.

Along with this letter, we are submitting a detail *White Paper® on the “unconstitutinal-
ity” of ownership of elephants by private individuals. The additional Annexures in-
cluded as part of this submission contain all the evidence and reports to support our
case. We request you to go through them in detail and act upon our asks.

Elephant Captivity is cruel per se, and during COVID-19 it has become an additional
public policy and public health challenge. As long as loopholes to capture and own
2



elephants from the wild will be available in law, intrusion and violent crimes against
Wild Elephants like Saumya will also continue. We need to foremost recognize that all
Elephants belong in the wild as free animals, and zealously guard their freedom as their
inherent right.

Through this submission:

1. We urge Project Elephant to propose to the Ministry of Environment, Forests
and Climate Change (MoEFCC) to notify a ban on issuance of any further Own-
ership Certificates to private individuals for Elephants as captive animals.

2. We propose an immediate order to be issued for an independent investigation
into the violent and brutal murder of Saumya and many other wild and captive
clephants that have died in the past two years, including the additional recent
cases of an elephant in Kollam, Kerala and two female elephants in Surjapur,
Chhattisgarh (Many other cases are listed in the White Paper submission an-
nexed.)

3. We are also seeking your support in developing mandatory protocols for surren-
der of sick and old elephants in captivity following the care and management
guidelines for Captive Elephants;

- An independent investigation and inspection of the status of all captive elephants
jointly with animal activists, elephant experts, and forest department officials, in
every state;

- Those captive elephants for which their current owners cannot provide proper care
and upkeep a key requirement of ownership under section 42 of WPA. This sec-
ond issue has gained additional urgency under the COVID-19 lockdowns as ele-
phants in private custody are stuck without adequate food, water, and veterinary
care across India.

4. Weurge Project Elephant to proactively allocate designated funds for state forest

departments to create Elephant Rehabilitation Centres.

5. Weurge that Project Elephant should follow in the footsteps of the Gajah report

that was put out 10 years ago, and create humane, farmer and animal centric
policies to mitigate human-animal conflict.

We call for firm action to institute policy change in the matter of captive elephants
through a new approach on animal rights in accordance with the Indian constitution
and court rulings. We have conducted in depth study on the changes / shift in policy
that have been ongoing, and must continue to put an end to both violence against ele-
phants and end their private ownership.

We would like to have a discussion with PE on this matter so that the changes we
suggest can be taken up for implementation at the earliest, and we can be reached on
9619292036 and alok@fiapo.org to assist with the recommendations of this letter.
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We would also like to thank you in advance of your efforts as we are assertive that
after reviewing our full-proof submission you will leave no stone unturned to ensure
no more elephants meet the same fate as Saumya.

Sincerely,

15. Juni 2020
Joint venture of nine organisations operating in India for the betterment of the lifes of the elephants:

We are together in this collective action for the betterment of mistreated and traumatised elephants in India to FREE them
from their miseries once and for all.

Mistreated, traumatised, beaten, malnourished, living in isolation and chains, and the last bite of delicious food they had in
their entire live explodes in their mouths.

Saumya's death and the meaningless death of so many numerous elephants that die day by day of unnatural deaths in India
should not be left in vain.

This magnificent being should be worshipped, its habitat protected, and its path paved with freedom, food and love.

ONCE AND FOR ALL, WE ALL TOGETHER MUST STOP CRUELTY AGAINST ELEPHANTS, AND FIGHT FOR THEIR FREEDOM.

Animal-rights-groups-demand-ban-on-ownership-rights-to-individuals
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/animal-rights-groups-demand-ban-on-ownership-rights-to-individuals-for-
elephants-as-captive-animals/articleshow/76409686.cms?from=mdr

Two more elephants die in Chhattisgarh, toll reaches five in one week

https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/jun/16/two-more-elephants-die-in-chhattisgarh-toll-reaches-five-in-one-
week-2157325.html
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FIAPO along with 9 NGOs presented an in-depth
study on the plight of captive elephants to Project
Elephant (PE) today. PE was a committee set up by
the Central Government in 1991-92 to protect
elephants in their habitat and corridors. The White
Paper authored by Alok Hisarwala calls for firm
action to institute policy change in the matter of
captive elephants through a new approach to
animal rights per the Indian constitution. It has
been almost 29 years since PE was commissioned,
but very little has been done to respond to the

Help In Suffering plight of the jumbos.

Let it live
TREE FOUNDATION

protect wildiite

This submission is in honor of Saumya, the
pregnant 15-year old wild elephant from Silent
Valley National Park that became a victim of cruel
practices adopted by humans

to protect their crops and land from wild boars.
The national outrage should serve as a wake-up
call to mitigate human-animal conflict and also to
protect the rights and well-

being of all elephants. The elephant is a Schedule |
animal under the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972

Elephants
in N ee d-N G o g\]lrl::ll ;r;?‘ tis ":2$ezwost protected with severe

out to those who hurt them.

¥/RRC.

LOLIFE RESCUT AND REMABRILI

PETA India Help In Suffering People For Animals
() (PFA) Kodaikanal Spca TREE Foundation Brigitte
p Td I N D | A Uttar Kornetzky Elefanten in Not - Schweiz World

Animal Protection India Wildlife Rescue and

WORLD Rehabilitation Centre - WRRC Indian Forest
ANIMAL service
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Aneesha & Gowri, die beiden
Unzertrennlichen in der Obhut des
Wildlife Rescue & Rehabilitation

Center (WRRC), unterstitzt von
Elefanten in Not.
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Largest Science Festival on Virtual Environment

INTERNATIONAL SCIENGE
FILM FESTIVAL OF INDIA

22-25 DECEMBER 2020
December 23", 2020

) Time: 1530-1700 \\

i Master Class
= \- Science Filmmaking is Your Passion; O «Asian elephant has been accorded highest
W ‘i,{ Provoke th? Change 0 protection by listing them in Schedule 1 of the
: Wildlife Protection Act 1972, The Ministery of

Environment and Forests is quite concerned
about its protection, care and management,
Film screenings are and constituted an expert committee to study

5ol J also available at: i ]
https://www.youtube.com/user/ the status of elephants in India...»

Ms Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky VigyanPrasart/videos
German-Swiss Filmmaker,
President, Elefanten in Not/

Elephants i

My script can be send to you on request to
brigitte@kornetzky.ch

! MINISTRY OF EARTH SCIENCES
.. MINISTRY OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE
).} GOVERNMENT OF INDIA




Science Filmmaking is your Passion : Provoke the Change

by Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky

«The shortest distance between science and society is cinema.

Films are powerful tools of scientific communication, and can be used in many different contexts, but one of the most needed
is to bring the general public closer to scientific context. The fact that scientists talk mostly among themselves, with the
knowledge seldomly leading to change matters, —should make us rethink how conservation should be practised and
community based, integrating indigenous knowledge to the same amount as scientific research. What often is missing is the

holistic picture and diversity, that makes a film valuable. And, we should aim for community-driven conservation.
Science films should include more field-research...»



22-25 Dec 2020, The International Science Film Festival (ISFFI) in Colcata went online.
We all met in virtual rooms, watching documentaries from home, voted for the best film awards

and discussed matters..

(% SCIENCE| X ==
)&‘*«%}%\/U FES Tl\é‘gg@- Science for Self - Reliant
e | Indiaand Global Welfere We never thought it be possible but they have pulled it off.
The festival went online, we could watch great documentary
International Science Film films on environmental and social issues.
Festival of India

MASTERCLASS BY BRIGITTE UTTAR KORNETZKY
TITLE: Science Filmmaking is your Passion.
«Provoke the Change»

Join my Masterclass today, 23.12.2020

Time- 1530 to 1700(IST), or 11am MEZ
https://zoom.us/j/92226884333

PANEL DISKUSSION with Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky e

O o\ 0
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INTERNATIONAL SCIENGE
FILM FESTIVAL OF INDIA

22-25 DECEMBER 2020

December 22", 2020
Time: 1800-2000

Panel Discussion: Indian-International Efforts to promote Public
Understanding of Science through Films — Challenges and Opportunities

Panellists:

On virtual platform Film screenings are also available at: @_‘-::-m ‘l 0 1
www.scienceindiafest.org https://www.youtube.com/user/ ), T G A e e I k Bno

VigyanPrasari/videos s

«The current world situation is a manifestation of our
dysfunctional relationship with nature, and with elephants
in particular. We have been warned that depletion of wildlife

habitats paved the way for the emergence of viruses like HIV,
Ebola, SARS and coronaviruses...

| share the believe with scientists, that conserving elephants
helps fight climate change. We have learned in the past

decades how important elephants are for a functioning
ecosystem...»

«We all are people of that very unique and only universe

(and | do not mean this in a scientific sense), connected in
love.»

Thank you. e

Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky \ \



UNSER DANK

Sars-Cov-19 hat ein tiefes Loch in all unsere Planungen gerissen. Einige Projekte standen in den

Startlochern, die nun auf ungewisse Zeit verschoben sind.
Allerdings bedeutet das nicht flir uns, dass wir uns zurlicklehnen durfen, Im Gegenteil.

Unser Dank gilt allen Spendern fir ihre Wertschatzung und vor allem fiir ihr Vertrauen in unsere Projekte und

unser Engagement. Ohne lhre Zuwendungen waren die meisten Projekte undenkbar, vorallem aber jene,

welche dank lhrer Zuwendung nun 2020 in den Startlochern stehen, und bis Ende 2021 realisiert werden sollen, wie
beispielsweise das Hati Bondhu-Projekt, ein Futteranpflanzungsprojekt fiir wilde Elefanten zur Vermeidung

der Konflikte zwischen Mensch und Elefant.

Das gibt Hoffnung, uns weiterhin fir die Lebensbedingungen dieser wunderbaren Dickhauter einsetzen zu kénnen.
Die sichtbaren Erfolge sprechen eine eigene Sprache und ermutigen immer wieder, unser Bestes zu geben,

und alles zu tun, um ihre Lebensbedingungen zu verbessern.

Wir freuen uns, wenn wir mit lhrer Unterstlitzung Projekte ins Leben rufen konnen, die sonst nicht moglich waren.

Allen sei Dank fiir lhre Patenschaftsbeitrage, mit denen wir Aneesha und Gowri im Wildlife Rescue and Rehabillitation
Center (WRRC) weiterhin medizinische Versorgung und tagliche Verpflegung zukommen lassen kénnen.

Ich danke auch allen, die den ndchsten Film von Brigitte U. Kornetzky ber Human-Elephant Conflict/Coexsistance
personlich unterstitzen, Dr. Naveen Pandey, Dr. Rajeev Basumatary, Sri Arup Goswami, Sri Apurba Ballav Goswami, Sri
Arnab Saikia, Mdm Rakhi Saikia u.v.m. Dieser Film wird ein weiterer eye-opener werden, mit dem wir unsere
Aufklarungsmission fortsetzen konnen.



In unserer Zusammenarbeit danken wir

Ms. Suparna Ganguly, (Managing Trustee WRRC)

Ms. Timmie Kumar (Help in Suffering, HIS)

Mr. Surendra Varma, senior scientist

AngelEyes, Jaipur, Mr. Abishek Singh

Dr. Rajeev Basumathary

Herrn Stefan Weber, ASTG, Aktionsgemeinschaft Schweizer Tierversuchsgegner
Mr. Harsh and Mr. Manoj Vardhan, Tourism & Wildlife Society of India

Adv. Alok Hisarwala Gupta

Mr. Roon Buhyan and his father, Mr Pradip Buhyan,

Mr. Binod Dulu Bora and his wife Mrs. Meghna Majur Hazarika

Wir danken ebenfalls allen Principals und Direktoren der Schulen in Indien auf deren
Einladung wir die Kinder in Elefantenkunde und Biodiversitat unterrichten durften.



Wir von Elefanten in Not wiinschen allen ein erfolgreiches und
gesundes Jahr 2020.

Der Vorstand
Brunnadern, im Juli 2020

Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky Maya Conoci-Haas
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